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“ [The Scaffold Law] 
imposes liability 
even on contractors 
and owners who 
had nothing to do 
with the plaintiff’s 

accident” 
— Court of Appeals Judge 

Robert Smith1 

New York 
Counties That 
Have Passed a 
Scaffold Law 
Resolution

The Scaffold Law 

COSTS TAXPAYERS

have added

 

What Is It? The Scaffold Law, (Labor Law 240/241) was
first enacted in the late 19th century. It holds property owners, 
employers, and contractors ABSOLUTELY LIABLE for ‘gravity 
related’ injuries that happen on the job. That means there is 
virtually no defense from a lawsuit, even if the worker’s gross 
negligence contributed to the accident. Even parties that had no 
supervisory control over the work are held liable. New York is  
the only state that still keeps this law on the books.2
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The above map shows NY contractors' general liability loss costs 
(severe heights exposure) versus other states. Data sourced from 
the Insurance Services Office.

New York's Insurance Crisis 
Scaffold Law claims continue to drive insurance 
companies out of the market as losses result in 
higher premiums and more coverage exemptions.12 
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